Dear Atlassers,

Summer has finally begun, and several new people have become involved with the Herp Atlas in the last 3 weeks.  As a result, your contacts at Acadia University have changed. Derek Potter has ended his position as Coordinator and has moved to Ontario for a permanent job with the MNR (great for him, and sad for us).  He has been replaced by a team of two people:  Michelle McPherson (myself, as Coordinator) and Dennis Brannen (Assistant Coordinator).  My email address, which should be listed on the website by now, is michelle.mcpherson@acadiau.ca.  I was working as the Herp Atlas field assistant earlier this spring.

We are making fairly good progress towards completing the target squares, and now have 90% of the records required to finish the project.  Although this sounds impressive, 47 squares still require records of summer species for completion, and we definitely need your help to meet that goal.  Now that the warmer weather is bringing snakes and turtles into more frequent view, we hope that you can find the time to explore the lakes and woodpiles in a targeted square.  At this point in the project, we would like to ask you to concentrate on target squares.  If you can travel to a square that needs work, please spend your atlassing time there.  But if you have incidental records for rare species, please continue to send those in.  If we end the season with any target squares incomplete (especially the accessible ones), our supporters and funding agencies may not consider the Herp Atlas to be a complete success.           
We are updating the map of squares every week, and it will be posted on the first page of the website so that you can find it more quickly.  If you can do some atlassing in a target square and would like a list of the species not yet found, there are a few ways to get that information.  1) You can check the existing records in the database by searching for the particular square, and 2) you may contact me.  If you would like some more information about how to survey for particular species, I can help you with that as well.  Finally, I’ll end with a plea for everyone to enter their records in the database!  You can do this on the website, or by submitting your records by mail to the Herp Atlas.  Otherwise, we will all spend hours in the field needlessly duplicating the search efforts of others. 

Thanks again everybody for your effort and interest!  I look forward to talking with you this summer and finishing up the project.  The final publication will be an excellent addition to the natural history literature of Nova Scotia.  

I hope you continue to enjoy finding these small creatures.  Happy herping, and don’t forget your bug jacket.

Have fun, 

Michelle

